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Intro … Today we launch ourselves into the final major section of the Apostle 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians and we do so under the impetus provided by the 

Apostle Paul’s ninth key directive for carrying out the Great Exhortation  

that comes to all born-again followers of Jesus Christ. 

 

You remember that Great Exhortation, don’t you? It should be firmly 

implanted within our minds by now … 

 

 PAUL’S GREAT EXHORTATION – Ephesians 4:1 

 

“Live A Life WORTHY Of The CALLING  

You Have RECEIVED!” 

 

Live in such a way that it is apparent to all that 

You are a ‘Born-Again Child of God’! 

 

 

Nine directives for living that ‘worthy life’ Paul lays out in this incredibly 

complete epistle … Any one of them put into daily practice would cause 

people to sit up and take notice – all together they create a style of living that 

causes the Church of Jesus Christ to stand out dramatically from the  

world around it. So far we have discussed eight of the nine. 

 

In defining the ‘worthy life’ … that type of life that honors Jesus Christ and that 

draws the attention of the watching world and that brings great blessing to 

every member of the Body of Christ who experiences it …  

 

Paul so far has directed us to live harmoniously, and maturely and purely and 

honestly and pleasantly and inquiringly and worshipfully and submissively 

together.  

 

Today (and for the next six weeks) we focus our attention upon the  

ninth and final one … 

 

 

 

 



TODAY’S KEY DIRECTIVE  

(Paul’s ninth directive for ‘Worthy’ Living) 

 

“LIVE STEADFASTLY” – Stand your ground. 

 

NO RETREAT – NO SURRENDER – NO MATTER WHAT! 

 

 

“Put on the whole ARMOR of God so you can TAKE your STAND …”  
(Ephesians 6:11) 

 

 

Here’s the larger passage from which that directive is drawn … 

 

TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURE … Ephesians 6:10-14a 

 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 

Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against  

the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against  

the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and  

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes,  

you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have  

done everything, to stand. Stand firm then …” 

 

 

Also from that passage arises … 

 

TODAY’S KEY CONCEPT … 
 

STANDING firm – Remaining STEADFAST - (no EASY TASK) 

 is the ultimate ACHIEVEMENT of the Christian Life. 
 

Only those who have achieved it will  

receive the Father’s ‘WELL DONE’! 
 

 

Standing firm for Christ is no easy task … Standing firm for Christ in a world that 

is in rebellion against His Heavenly Father is no easy task … Standing firm for 

Christ in a world that has pockets of people that literally hate His Name is no 

easy task … Standing firm in a world that brings trouble and tribulation and 

difficulties and disappointments of many kinds is no easy task. 

 



Knowing the difficulty of the task, Jesus once questioned (no doubt 

agonizingly) (Luke 18:8) …  
 

“And when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 

 

The Apostle Paul himself, knowing the frailties of human nature, understood 

that even he could conceivably get to the place where he (as he put it to the 

Corinthian believers in 1 Corinthians 9:27) …  

 
“having preached to others might himself  

become a castaway – disqualified for the prize.” 

 

There’s not one of us in this room who should not feel a bit of a knot in our 

stomach when we hear those words. 

 

I can’t tell you how it hurts me as Pastor of this congregation when one of you 

falls away – when one of you who has been faithful, finds yourself caught up in 

some new focus and you disappear. 

 

 If all who have been faithful to this congregation over the years who still live in 

the High Desert were here today we would have standing room only.  

 

It is not an easy thing to live steadfastly – to stand your ground – to remain 

faithful to the Call of Christ and to His Church. 

 

On the other hand, there is nothing that blesses me as the Pastor of this 

congregation more than those who have demonstrated their faithfulness to 

Christ over the years – you who have walked through the difficulties of life with 

your faith intact and the many who over the years have reached the end of 

their days with their faith intact. 

 

You and they are some to whom the Father’s “Well Done” is provided. 

 

So once again hear Today’s Key Concept … 
 

STANDING firm – Remaining STEADFAST - (no EASY TASK) 

 is the ultimate ACHIEVEMENT of the Christian Life. 
 

Only those who have achieved it will  

receive the Father’s ‘WELL DONE’! 

 

 

 

 



Standing firm is no easy task but it is an absolutely doable task. Paul spends  

the rest of the book of Ephesians addressing how it can in fact be done. 

 

In this intro to the conclusion of his Great Ephesian Epistle then, I find … 

 

SIX ESSENTIAL TRUTHS FOR THOSE WHO WOULD INDEED ‘STAND FIRM’ … 

 

I just want to touch on them this morning; we will examine each of them in 

more detail in the weeks to come … These however are things that we must 

be aware of and things that we just count on if we are indeed to ‘stand firm 

for Christ no matter what’! 

 

1. THE DEVIL HIMSELF SCHEMES AGAINST YOU 

 
“Take your stand against the devil’s schemes” – Ephesians 6:11 

 

“Our struggle is not against flesh and blood …” – Ephesians 6:12 
 

“Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion  

looking for someone to devour” – 1 Peter 5:8 

 

Make no mistake about it, we followers of Jesus Christ are engaged in a 

spiritual warfare – It’s bad enough that we live in a fallen ‘flesh and blood’ 

world – a world where if anything can go wrong, it probably will – but on top 

of that, there is an unseen world and an unseen adversary that is dedicated 

to ‘knocking us off our feet’ and ‘grinding us into the dust’! 

 

He has dedicated himself to the task of destroying the Church of  

Jesus Christ by destroying as many members of it as he can.  

 

We need to know what we are up against. 

 

2. DAYS OF EVIL WILL INEVITABLY COME TO YOU 
“Put on the whole armor of God so that when  

the day of evil comes …” -  Ephesians 6:13a 

 

Notice that Paul did not say IF the day of evil comes’ but WHEN the day of evil 

comes … 

 

Here are the opening two paragraphs of a newsletter I received just this past 

week from a Christian organization called ‘Voice of the Martyrs’ … 

 

 



Every day in North Korea’s prison camps, 30,000 Christians rise in the predawn hours, 

eat a few mouthfuls of corn porridge and cabbage, and trudge to an assigned 

workplace. They then spend about 15 hours toiling in coal mines, cleaning and 

maintaining the camp, or doing farm work or construction work. In late evening,  

they return to housing units or apartments above their workplace to eat the same 

meager meal before falling to sleep on concrete floors.  Other Christians are not  

so fortunate. Instead of laboring for hours at backbreaking work under the eye of  

cruel guards, they’re locked in torture chambers and underground prisons. Survivors  

of North Korean prison camps have described being locked in cages like animals, 

forced to stand for hours in tortuous positions and beaten until they vomited blood. 

 

Paul himself experienced many such ‘days of evil’ … He was beaten with rods; 

he was pelted with stones and left for dead; he was imprisoned for his faith and 

he was ultimately executed by the Roman Government for treason. 

 

Those are ‘Capital E’ days of evil … there are many ‘lower case E’ days of evil 

as well. There will be days when our faith in Christ puts us at odds with the 

people around us – with perhaps the company that employs us – with the 

values of the society that would seek to shape us. 

 

And then, of course, there are the moments when the evil results of man’s sin 

come crashing down upon us and we endure injury or sickness or jeopardy of 

one kind or another. Paul says we need to know that these days will come. 

 

 

3. YOU MUST RESPOND ACTIVELY NOT PASSIVELY 
“Our struggle is … against the powers of this dark world” – Ephesians 6:12 

“… and after you have done everything ….” – Ephesians 6:13b 

 

These are words of action – we struggle/wrestle (the KJV says) – We resist the 

current that would carry us away from our settled faith in Christ. We engage 

ourselves in this warfare – We see ourselves as Soldiers in Christ’s Army and  

we face the foe courageously and aggressively. 

 

And now we come to perhaps the most important of these six essential  

truths … 

 

4. STEADFASTNESS EQUALS VICTORY 
“Stand firm then …” – Ephesians 6:14a 

 

So ‘stand firm then’ Paul says … Don’t allow the devil or the days of evil to 

‘knock you off your feet’ …  He doesn’t say ‘chase the devil back to his lair’ 

or ‘figure out a way to live a life free of all difficulty or disappointment’ …  



He says ‘stand your ground’ – ‘stand firm’ – don’t give an inch. 

 

That’s why I frequently say that my ultimate goal as your Pastor is to see you 

come to your last day on earth ‘with your faith intact’. 

 

That I believe is what the Apostle John meant when he said (1 John 5:4) … 
 

“This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.” 

 

You come to the end of your life with your faith in Christ intact and you have 

won the victory – you will take your place in God’s Hall of Fame right along 

with all the others. You will stand before the Father and hear him bestow 

upon you those coveted words …  
 

“Well done, Good and Faithful Servant” 

 

Paul wants you – Jesus Christ wants you – I want you - to know that 

Steadfastness Equals Victory and thus victory is a possibility for each and 

every followers of Jesus Christ!   

 

And now in light of that revelation that steadfastness equals victory and yet 

knowing that steadfastness is in no way easy to accomplish, Paul shares next 

that … 

 

5. DIVINE STRENGTH IS AVAILABLE TO YOU 
“Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power” – Ephesians 6:10 

 

Suffice it to say that this is the same power that raised the Lord Jesus Christ 

from the dead and that raised you from spiritual death – this is the full blown 

dynamite of God.  

 

It has power to carry you through and to free you from anything that comes 

against you or that would drag you down.  

 

Paul wants you to know that it is available to you. 

 

And now one last thing – the thing that we are going to be focusing on  

for the next six weeks … 

 

 

 

 

 



6. DIVINE PROTECTION IS PROVIDED FOR YOU 
“Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand …” Ephesians 6:11a 

 

* God knows that a blow to the head can knock you off your feet  

so He provides a protective HELMIT.   

 

* God knows that a blow to the heart can also knock you off your feet 

so He provides a protective BREASTPLATE. 

 

* God knows that slippery ground can cause you to lose your footing 

so He provides you with some NON-SLIP FOOTWEAR. 

 

* God knows that arrows from the enemy can be launched at you from  

far away so He provides a SHIELD big enough to hide behind. 

 

* God knows that sometimes the Enemy will get close enough to you to 

engage you (as it were) in hand to hand combat so He provides you  

with a SHARP-ENDGED SWORD. 

 

* God knows that sometimes soldiers can get all tangled up in their own 

clothing (their own ideas) so He provides a BELT to hold everything in place. 

 

God has provided SIX incredible PIECES of ARMOR to protect you and me as 

we seek to ‘stand our ground’ in the midst of the challenges that life and the 

devil bring our way.  

 

We need to understand just what they are and how they are to be 

employed.  

 

Don’t miss any of these messages if you can help it because as our final thot 

puts it … 

 

 

Final Thot … 
 

A PROPERLY outfitted Christian simply CANNOT be KNOCKED off 

 His FEET – When the DUST settles, He will be found STANDING FIRM! 
 
 

 
  

 



 

OUR Sonlife PRAYER … 
(Ephesians 3:16-21) 

 

We pray, Heavenly Father, that out of Your glorious riches,  

You may strengthen us with power through Your Spirit  

in our inner being, so that Christ may dwell  

in our hearts through faith.  

 

And we pray that we, being rooted and established in love,  

may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how  

wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and  

to know this love that surpasses knowledge — so that we 

 may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  

 

Now unto You, who are able to do immeasurably more than  

all we ask or imagine, according to Your power that is  

at work within us …  

 

To You be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus  

throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  

Amen 
 

 

 

 


